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PART 5

SEXUAL OFFENCES AND OFFENDERS
CHAPTER 1

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE

63 Child sexual abuse image-generators

(1) In the Sexual Offences Act 2003, after section 46 insert—

“Creation of CSA material
46A Child sexual abuse image-generators

(1) It is an offence for a person to make, adapt, possess, supply or offer
to supply a CSA image-generator.

(2) Itis a defence for a person charged with an offence under this section
of possessing a CSA image-generator to prove that the person—

(a) was sent the CSA image-generator without any request having
been made for it (by or on behalf of the person), and (b) did not keep it
for an unreasonable time.
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(3) It is a defence for a person charged with an offence under this section
of possessing, supplying or offering to supply a CSA image-generator to
prove that the person did not know, and did not have cause to 25
suspect, that the thing possessed, supplied or offered to be supplied was
a CSA image-generator.

(4) For further defences, see section 46B.
(5) A person who commits an offence under this section is liable—

(a) on summary conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
the general limit in a magistrates’ court or a fine (or both);

(b) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 5 years or a fine (or both).

(6) In this section—

(a) “CSA image-generator” means anything (including any program and
any information in electronic form) which is made or adapted for use for
creating, or facilitating the creation of, CSA images;

(b) “CSA image” means—

(i) an indecent photograph or pseudo-photograph of a child, within the
meaning of the Protection of Children Act 1978, or

(ii) a prohibited image of a child, within the meaning of section 62 of the
Coroners and Justice Act 2009, that is 10 not an excluded image within
the meaning of section 63 of that Act;

(c) a reference to making a CSA image-generator includes adapting
anything that is not a CSA image-generator in such a way that it
becomes a CSA image-generator.

46B Section 46A: supplementary

(1) TItis a defence for a person charged with an offence under section
46A—

(a) to prove that the person made, adapted, possessed, supplied or
offered to supply the CSA image-generator for the purposes of the
prevention, detection or investigation of crime, or for the purposes of
criminal proceedings, in any part of the world,

(b) to prove that the person was a member of the Security Service, the
Secret Intelligence Service or GCHQ (a “security body”) and made,
adapted, possessed, supplied or offered to supply 25 the CSA image-
generator for the purposes of the exercise of any function of the security
body, or

(c) to prove that the person—
(i) was a member of OFCOM, was employed or engaged by OFCOM, or

assisted OFCOM in the exercise of any 30 of its online safety functions,
and
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(ii) made, adapted, possessed, supplied or offered to supply the CSA
image-generator for the purposes of OFCOM'’s exercise of any of its
online safety functions.

(2) An internet service provider does not commit an offence under
section
46A by—

(a) providing access to a communication network, or

(b) transmitting, in @ communication network, information provided by
a user, if the provider does not—

(i) initiate the transmission,

(i) select the recipient of the transmission, or

(iii) select or modify the information contained in the transmission.

(3) The references in subsection (2) to providing access to, or
transmitting information in, a communication network include storing

the information transmitted so far as the storage— (a) is automatic,
intermediate and transient,

(b) is solely for the purpose of carrying out the transmission in 5 the
network, and

(c) is for no longer than is reasonably necessary for the transmission.

(4) An internet service provider does not commit an offence under
section 46A by storing information provided by a user for transmission
in a 10 communication network if—

(a) the storage of the information—
(i) is automatic, intermediate and temporary, and

(ii) is solely for the purpose of making more efficient the onward
transmission of the information to other users 15 at their request, and

(b) the internet service provider—
(i) does not modify the information,

(i) complies with any conditions attached to having access to the
information, and

(iii) on obtaining actual knowledge of a matter within subsection (5),
promptly removes the information or disables access to it.
(5) The matters within this subsection are that—

(a) the information at the initial source of the transmission has 25 been
removed from the network,

(b) access to it has been disabled, or
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(c) a court or administrative authority has ordered the removal from the
network of, or the disablement of access to, the information.

(6) An internet service provider does not commit an offence under
section 46A by storing information provided by a user who is not acting
under the authority or control of the provider if—

(a) the provider had no actual knowledge when the information was
provided that it was, or contained, a CSA image-generator, or

(b) on obtaining actual knowledge that the information was, or
contained, a CSA image-generator, the provider promptly removed the
information or disabled access to it.

(7) Section 72(1) applies in relation to an act which, if done in England
and Wales, would constitute an offence under section 46A as if
references to a United Kingdom national included—

(a) a body incorporated under the law of any part of the United Kingdom,
or

(b) an unincorporated association formed under the law of any part of
the United Kingdom.

(8) Section 46A(6) applies for the purposes of this section.
(9) In this section—

(a) “GCHQ" has the meaning given by section 3 of the Intelligence 5
Services Act 1994;

(b) “OFCOM” means the Office of Communications;

(c) a reference to OFCOM'’s “online safety functions” has the meaning
given by section 235 of the Online Safety Act 2023;

(d) “internet service provider” means a provider of—

(i) a service that is made available by means of the internet, or
(ii) a service that provides access to the internet;

(e) “user”, in relation to an internet service provider, means a user of a
service provided by the internet service provider.

46C Liability for offence under section 46A committed by a body

(1) This section applies where an offence under section 46A is committed
by a body.

(2) If the offence is committed with the consent or connivance of—
(a) a relevant person in relation to the body, or

(b) a person purporting to act in the capacity of a relevant person in
relation to the body, the person (as well as the body) commits the
offence and is liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly.

(3) In this section—
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“body” means a body corporate, a partnership or an unincorporated
association other than a partnership;

“relevant person”, in relation to a body, means—

(a) in the case of a body corporate other than one whose affairs are
managed by its members, a director, manager, 30 secretary or other
similar officer of the body;

(b) in the case of a limited liability partnership or other body corporate
whose affairs are managed by its members, a member who exercises
functions of management with respect to it;

(c) in the case of a limited partnership, a general partner (within the
meaning given by section 3 of the Limited Partnerships Act 1907);

(d) in the case of any other partnership, a partner;

(e) in the case of an unincorporated association other than a partnership,
a person who exercises functions of management with respect to it.””

(2) In Schedule 2 to that Act (sexual offences for purposes of section 72
of that Act), in paragraph 1(a) for “47" substitute “46A".

(3) In Schedule 3 to that Act (sexual offences for purposes of Part 2 of
that Act) after paragraph 28 insert—

“28A An offence under section 46A of this Act (child sexual abuse 5
image-generators), if the offender is sentenced in respect of the offence
to imprisonment for a term of at least 12 months.”

(4) In Schedule 4 to the Modern Slavery Act 2015 (offences to which
defence in section 45 does not apply), in paragraph 33 (offences under
the Sexual Offences Act 2003), after the entry for section 41 insert—

“section 46A (child sexual abuse image-generators)”.

(5) The Secretary of State may by regulations make provision
authorising—

(a) the carrying out of tests by the Secretary of State or a person
specified in the regulations, and

(b) the doing of things (including the retention of information) in 15
connection with such tests, by the Secretary of State or a person so
specified,

for the purpose of investigating technology that may have been made or
adapted for use for creating, or facilitating the creation of, CSA images.

(6) The regulations may impose conditions.

(7) The regulations may provide that the doing of anything specified in
the regulations, in accordance with any conditions so specified, does not
constitute any of the following—

(a) an offence under section 2 of the Obscene Publications Act 1959;
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(b) an offence under section 1(1)(a) of the Protection of Children Act
1978;

(c) an offence under section 127(1) of the Communications Act 2003
(sending of obscene messages etc);

(d) an offence under section 46A of the Sexual Offences Act 2003
(inserted by subsection (1)).

(8) In subsection (5) “CSA image” means—
(a) an indecent photograph or pseudo-photograph of a child, within the
meaning of the Protection of Children Act 1978, or

(b) a prohibited image of a child, within the meaning of section 62 of the
Coroners and Justice Act 2009.

64 Possession of advice or guidance about creating etc CSA
images

(1) Section 69 of the Serious Crime Act 2015 (possession of paedophile
manual) is amended as follows.

(2) In subsections (1) and (2)(b)(ii) after “sexually” insert “or

creating CSA images”.
(3) After subsection (2) insert—

“(2A)
images” means—

In this section “abusing children sexually or creating CSA

(a) in England and Wales, doing anything that constitutes—

(i) an offence under section 1 of the Protection of Children 5 Act 1978,

(ii) an offence under Part 1 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 against a
person under the age of 16, or

(i) an offence under section 2 of the Modern Slavery Act 2015 (human
trafficking) against a person under the 10 age of 16 that is committed
with a view to exploitation that consists of or includes behaviour within
section

3(3) of that Act (sexual exploitation), or doing anything outside England
and Wales that would constitute such an offence if done in England and
Wales; 15

(b) in Northern Ireland, doing anything that constitutes—

(i) an offence under Article 3 of the Protection of Children
(Northern Ireland) Order 1978 (S.I. 1978/1047 (N.I. 17)),
(ii) an offence under Part 2, 3 or 4 of the Sexual Offences (Northern

Ireland) Order 2008 (S.I. 2008/1769 (N.I. 2)) against a person under
the age of 16, or
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(i) an offence under section 2 of the Human Trafficking and Exploitation
(Criminal Justice and Support for Victims) Act (Northern Ireland) 2015
against a person under the age of 16 that is committed with a view to
25 exploitation that consists of or includes behaviour within section 3(3)
of that Act (sexual exploitation),

or doing anything outside Northern Ireland that would constitute such
an offence if done in Northern Ireland;

or creating (anywhere) a prohibited image of a child within the 30
meaning of section 62 of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009.”

(4) In subsection (8) omit the definition of “abusing children sexually”.
(5) In Schedule 3 to the Sexual Offences Act 2003, in paragraph 93A(1)
(service offences) for “35B” substitute “35C".

(6) In Schedule 4 to the Modern Slavery Act 2015 (offences to which
defence in section 45 does not apply), for paragraph 35A (offences under
the Serious Crime Act 2015) substitute—

“35A An offence under any of the following provisions of the Serious

Crime Act 2015—

section 69 (possession of paedophile manual)

section 75A (strangulation or suffocation).”

65 Online facilitation of child sexual exploitation and abuse

(1) A person commits an offence if they carry out a relevant internet
activity with the intention of facilitating child sexual exploitation and
abuse.

(2) Each of the following is a “relevant internet activity” for the purposes
of this

section—
(a) providing an internet service;

(b) maintaining or helping to maintain an internet service (or part of
such a service) provided by another person;

(c) administering, moderating or otherwise controlling access to content
on an internet service;

(d) facilitating the sharing of content on an internet service.

(3) For the purposes of this section, a person carries out the relevant
internet activity of providing an internet service if they are the provider
of the service within the meaning of section 226 of the Online Safety Act
2023.

(4) A person who commits an offence under this section is liable—
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(a) on summary conviction in England and Wales, to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding the general limit in @ magistrates’ court or a fine (or
both);

(b) on summary conviction in Scotland, to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 12 months or a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum (or
both);

(c) on summary conviction in Northern Ireland, to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding six months or a fine not exceeding the statutory
maximum (or both);

(d) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 10 years or a fine (or both).

(5) In this section—

“child sexual exploitation and abuse” means—

(a) conduct that would constitute an offence specified in Schedule 7, or

(b) conduct outside the United Kingdom that would constitute such an
offence if it took place in the United Kingdom;

“content”, in relation to an internet service, has the meaning given by
section 236(1) of the Online Safety Act 2023;

“internet service” has the meaning given by section 228 of that Act (and
section 204(1) of that Act applies).

(6) The Secretary of State may by regulations amend Schedule 7.

(7) The Secretary of State must consult the Scottish Ministers before
making regulations under subsection (5) which amend Part 2 of
Schedule 7.

(8) The Secretary of State must consult the Department of Justice in
Northern Ireland before making regulations under subsection (5) which
amend Part 3 of Schedule 7.

66 Offence under section 65 outside the United Kingdom

(1) A person commits an offence under section 65 by virtue of conduct
outside the United Kingdom only if subsection (2), (3) or (4) applies.

(2) This subsection applies if—
(a) the person is a UK national or a UK body, and

(b) the conduct, if it took place in any part of the United Kingdom, would
constitute an offence under section 65.

(3) This subsection applies if— (a) the person is a UK resident,
(b) the conduct constitutes an offence under the law in force in the
country 10 in which it took place, and

(c) if the conduct took place in any part of the United Kingdom it would
constitute an offence under section 65.
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(4) This subsection applies if—

(a) at the time the conduct took place the person was not a UK national,
15 a UK body or a UK resident,

(b) the conduct constituted an offence under the law in force in the
country in which it took place,

(c) if the conduct took place in any part of the United Kingdom it would
constitute an offence under section 65, and

(d) the person meets the residence or nationality condition at the
relevant time.

(5) For the purposes of subsection (4)(d), the person meets the
residence or nationality condition at the relevant time if the person is a
UK national, a UK body or a UK resident when proceedings for the
offence are taken in the 25 United Kingdom (see subsection (11)).

(6) An act punishable under the law in force in any country constitutes
an offence under that law for the purposes of subsections (3) and (4)
however it is described in that law.

(7) The condition in subsection (3)(b) or (4)(b) is to be taken to be met
unless, 30 not later than rules of court may provide, the defendant
serves on the prosecution a notice—

(a) stating that, on the facts as alleged with respect to the conduct in
question, the condition is not in the defendant’s opinion met,

(b) showing the grounds for that opinion, and

(c) requiring the prosecution to prove that it is met.

(8) But the court, if it thinks fit, may permit the defendant to require the
prosecution to prove that the condition in subsection (3)(b) or (4)(b) is
met without service of a notice under subsection (7).

(9) In the application of subsections (7) and (8) to Scotland, references
to the defendant are to be read as references to the accused.

(10) In the Crown Court, the High Court of Justiciary or the sheriff court,
the question whether the condition in subsection (3)(b) or (4)(b) is met
is to be decided by the judge or sheriff (as the case may be) alone.

(11) Where an offence under section 65 is committed outside the United
Kingdom—

(a) proceedings for the offence may be taken at any place in the United
5 Kingdom, and

(b) the offence may for all incidental purposes be treated as having been
committed at any such place.
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(12) In the application of subsection (11) to Scotland, any such
proceedings against a person may be taken—

(a) in any sheriff court district in which the person is apprehended or is
in custody, or

(b) in such sheriff court district as the Lord Advocate may determine.
(13) In subsection (12) “sheriff court district” is to be read in

accordance with the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995 (see section
307(1) of that Act).

(14) In this section—
“country” includes territory;
“UK body” means—

(a) a body incorporated under the law of any part of the United Kingdom,
or

(b) an unincorporated association formed under the law of any part of
the United Kingdom;

“UK national” means an individual who is—

(@) a British citizen, a British overseas territories citizen, a British
National (Overseas) or a British Overseas citizen,

(b) a person who under the British Nationality Act 1981 is a British
subject, or

(c) a British protected person within the meaning of that Act;

“UK resident” means an individual who is habitually resident in the
United Kingdom.

67 Liability for offence under section 65 committed by a body

(1) This section applies where an offence under section 65 is committed
by a body.

(2) If the offence is committed with the consent or connivance of—

(a) a relevant person in relation to the body, or

(b) a person purporting to act in the capacity of a relevant person in
relation to the body, the person (as well as the body) commits the
offence and is liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly.

(3) In this section—

“body” means a body corporate, a partnership or an unincorporated
association other than a partnership;

“relevant person”, in relation to a body, means—

(a) in the case of a body corporate other than one whose affairs are
managed by its members, a director, manager, secretary or 5 other
similar officer of the body;
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(b) in the case of a limited liability partnership or other body corporate
whose affairs are managed by its members, a member who exercises
functions of management with respect to it;

(c) in case of a limited partnership, a general partner (within the 10
meaning given by section 3 of the Limited Partnerships Act 1907);

(d) in the case of any other partnership, a partner;

(e) in the case of an unincorporated association other than a partnership,
a person who exercises functions of management 15 with respect to it.

68 Section 65: supplementary provision

(1) Schedule 3 to the Sexual Offences Act 2003 (sexual offences for
purposes of Part 2 of that Act) is amended as follows.

(2) After paragraph 35C insert—

“35D An offence under section 65 of the Crime and Policing Act 2025
(online facilitation of child sexual exploitation and abuse), if the offender
is or has been sentenced in respect of the offence to imprisonment for a
term of at least 12 months.”

(3) After paragraph 59ZL insert—

“59ZM An offence under section 65 of the Crime and Policing Act 2025
(online facilitation of child sexual exploitation and abuse), if the offender
is or has been sentenced in respect of the offence to imprisonment for a
term of at least 12 months.”

(4) After paragraph 92Y insert—

“92Z An offence under section 65 of the Crime and Policing Act 2025
(online facilitation of child sexual exploitation and abuse), if the offender
is or has been sentenced in respect of the offence to imprisonment for a
term of at least 12 months.”

(5) In paragraph 93A (service offences), in sub-paragraph (1), for “35C"
(inserted by section 64) substitute “35D".

(6) In Schedule 4 to the Modern Slavery Act 2015 (offences to which
defence in section 45 does not apply), in paragraph 36D (inserted by
section 40), after the entry for section 59 (inserted by section 59)
insert—

“section 65 (online facilitation of child sexual exploitation and abuse)”.
40

69 Sexual activity in presence of child etc

(1) The Sexual Offences Act 2003 is amended as follows.

(2) In section 11(1) (engaging in sexual activity in presence of child), in
paragraph (c) for the words from “he engages” to the end (not including
the “and” at the end of the paragraph) substitute “A engages in it when
another person 5 (B) is present or is in a place from which A can be
observed,”.
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(3) In section 18(1) (abuse of position of trust: sexual activity in
presence of child), in paragraph (c) for the words from “he engages” to
the end substitute “A engages in it when another person (B) is present
or is in a place from which A can be observed,”.

(4) In section 32(1) (engaging in sexual activity in presence of person
with mental disorder impeding choice), in paragraph (c) for the words
from “he engages” to the end substitute “A engages in it when another
person (B) is present or is in a place from which A can be observed,”.

(5) In section 36(1) (engaging in sexual activity in presence, procured
by 15 inducement, threat or deception, of person with mental
disorder)—

(a) in paragraph (c) for the words from “he engages” to the end
substitute “A engages in it when another person (B) is present or is in a
place from which A can be observed,”;

(b) in paragraph (d) for “paragraph (c)(i)” substitute “paragraph (c)”.

(6) In section 40(1) (care workers: sexual activity in presence of person
with mental disorder), in paragraph (c) for the words from “he engages”
to the end substitute “A engages in it when another person (B) is
present or is in a place from which A can be observed,”.

(7) In Schedule 4 to the Modern Slavery Act 2015 (offences to which
defence in 25 section 45 does not apply), in paragraph 33 (offences
under the Sexual Offences Act 2003), after the entry for section 10
insert—

“section 11 (engaging in sexual activity in presence of child)”.
70 Child sex offences: grooming aggravating factor

(1) In the Sentencing Code after section 70 insert—

“70A Sexual grooming of child

(1) This section applies where—

(a) a court is considering the seriousness of a specified child sex offence,

(b) the offence is aggravated by grooming, and
(c) the offender was aged 18 or over when the offence was committed.
(2) The court—

(a) must treat the fact that the offence is aggravated by grooming as an
aggravating factor, and

(b) must state in open court that the offence is so aggravated.

(3) An offence is “aggravated by grooming” if—

(a) the offence was facilitated by, or involved, the offender 5 grooming
a person under the age of 18, or

(3) % 18 &5 1 I8 ({SHRBSRER : [CEOERICHT
BMITR) OC)EICSVT, [TKRIIRESIZINSKREETD
XEZIA BTNICEEI 230, oE (B) HMEKELTY
3D A NEREREIRERIGFICES A THD ILESHTZ .

(4) 8 32 %% 1 1A (BRERZHITEHESEOR
BICBFRMHETA) O(C)CBWT. The engages h5X
KRETCOXEZ (CBEHZS. ADDICTA engages in it
when another person (B) is present or is in a place
from which A can be observed, £33,

(5) 2 36 %5 1 I8 (555, BB XI(FERER(CLDAFHHE
EEOHRAI THITARZITILE) ([CBVWT—

(@) (O)ECBVT, [TEIREEIBINSKEFTOXEZIA
HENCRESIZ0E BIOAY (B) FEBELTUSH. A
WEREIRERIBAICESIBE THD ILBEERAD.,

(b) (d)EICHWTI (c)(i)E %[ (c)EICThHD.,

(6) % 40 %£(1) (MERSEE : FHHESEOIAICH
F2HERITR) OCELBVT, [EMESEIZINSK
FTOXEZIA HTNICAEE T30, BIOAY (B) HE
FEUTWSIBE. F(d A MERETRERIBNIC B AVSIES
THDIEEEHR D,

(7) 2015 FIRABDFRERIE 4 (56 45 KOFANEA
ENRVGE) 38 3318 (2003 FMHIRFEECEDICIR) (5
VT, 28 10 ROLHOEOROIERZIEMT S,

% 11 & (REOHEAICSIBETR) |

70 RELHTBIHETE : V-V JOMEER
(1) SERRELEDSE 70 ZOB(CLUTZIEATS,
%8 70A & REIHIIENIN-Z2)

(1) A& UTOIBECEAZINS.

(a) HHFTHHFEDREMILFOEXNEERTILTVDE

AN
=¥

(b) JI—Z2JICELDEFEA/MEEIN TLRIEE, RU
(c) JB4THs, BAS 18 A L THORIBE,
(2) #HHIFRIE—

(a) LM I IO TBBELLTWIERZNEE
EELTROREINERSR,

(b) DHBECHWT, HEILFENESLTINES N 7R
RRFNERBR,

(3) UToBECE. BFRETIIN DT ICIHTEELE
nrleg s,

(a) BTN 18 WRBOHE (I BIIN-IIT AL
TSN FERIN - ITRZHEHOTVERE. 6
<&



(b) the offence was facilitated by, or involved, a person other than the
offender grooming a person under the age of 18 and the offender knew,
or could reasonably be expected to have known, about the grooming
when the offence was committed.

The person groomed need not have been a victim of the offence.

(4) In this section “specified child sex offence” means— (a) an offence
within any of subsections (5) to (7), or

(b) an inchoate offence in relation to any such offence.
(5) An offence is within this subsection if it is—

(a) an offence under section 1 of the Protection of Children Act 1978
(taking etc indecent photograph of child),

(b) an offence under section 160 of the Criminal Justice Act 1988
(possession of indecent photograph of child),

(c) an offence under any of sections 5 to 8 of the Sexual Offences  Act

2003 (rape and other offences against children under 13),

(d) an offence under any sections 9 to 12 of that Act (other child sex
offences),

(e) an offence under section 14 of that Act (arranging or facilitating
commission of child sex offence),

(f) an offence under any of sections 16 to 19 of that Act (abuse of
position of trust),

(g) an offence under section 25 or 26 of that Act (familial child sex
offences), or

(h) an offence under any of sections 47 to 50 of that Act (sexual 30
exploitation of children).

(6) An offence is within this subsection if it is—

(a) an offence under any of sections 1 to 4 of the Sexual Offences Act
2003 (rape, assault and causing sexual activity without consent),

(b) an offence under any of sections 30 to 41 of that Act (sexual offences
relating to persons with mental disorder),

(c) an offence under any of sections 61 to 63 of that Act (preparatory
offences), or

(d) an offence under any of sections 66 to 67A of that Act (exposure and
voyeurism), and the victim or intended victim was under the age of 18.

(7) An offence is within this subsection if it is an offence under section
71 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 (sexual activity in a public lavatory)
and a person involved in the activity in question was under the age of
18.

(8) Nothing in this section prevents a court from treating any other 5
grooming of a person as an aggravating factor.
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(9) This section applies in relation to a person convicted of an offence
on or after the day on which section 70 of the Crime and Policing Act
2025 comes into force.”

(2) In section 238 of the Armed Forces Act 2006 (deciding the
seriousness of an offence), after subsection (7) insert—

“(8) In section 70A of the Sentencing Code (sexual grooming of child as
aggravating factor)—

(a) the references in that section to a court are to be read as including
a court dealing with an offender for a service offence, and

(b) the reference in subsection (1) to a specified child sex offence is to
be read as including a reference to an offence under section 42 as
respects which the corresponding offence under the law of England and
Wales is a specified child sex offence.”

71 Power to scan for child sexual abuse images at the border

After section 164A of the Customs and Excise Management Act 1979
(powers to search for cash) insert—

“164B Power to scan for child sexual abuse images

(1) This section applies if there are reasonable grounds to suspect that
a 25 person to whom section 164 applies is carrying an electronic device
storing child sexual abuse images.

(2) If this section applies, an officer may—

(a) scan the information stored on the device using technology approved
by the Secretary of State for the purpose of 30 ascertaining whether
information stored on an electronic device includes child sexual abuse
images,

(b) require the person to permit the scan, and

(c) require the person to take such steps as appear necessary to allow
the scan to be performed.

(3) In this section—
“child sexual abuse image” means—

(a) in relation to England and Wales and Northern Ireland, an indecent
photograph or pseudo-photograph of a child or a prohibited image of a
child;

(b) in relation to Scotland,
photograph of a child;

an indecent photograph or pseudo-

“electronic device” means any article on which information is capable of
being stored in electronic form, and includes any component of such an
article;

“indecent photograph or pseudo-photograph of a child” has—
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(a) in relation to England and Wales, the same meaning as in the
Protection of Children Act 1978;

(b) in relation to Scotland, the same meaning as in section 52 of the
Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982;

() in relation to Northern Ireland, the same meaning as in the Protection
of Children (Northern Ireland) Order 1978 (S.I. 1978/1047 (N.I. 17));

“prohibited image of a child” has the same meaning as in Chapter 2 of
Part 2 of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009.”

CHAPTER 2
DUTY TO REPORT CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE
72 Duty to report suspected child sex offences

(1) A person aged 18 or over must make a notification under this section
if, in the course of engaging in a relevant activity in England, they are
given reason to suspect that a child sex offence may have been
committed (at any time).

(2) A notification—

(a) must be made to a relevant police force or a relevant local authority
(but may be made to both);

(b) must identify each person believed to have been involved in the 25
suspected offence (so far as known) and explain why the notification is
made;

(c) must be made as soon as practicable (subject to subsections (5) and

(6));
(d) may be made orally or in writing.

(3) If the person making the notification believes that no relevant child
resides in England and Wales, subsection (2)(a) applies as if it referred
to a relevant police force only.

(4) The Secretary of State may by regulations make provision about the
way in which an oral or written notification is to be made.

The regulations may in particular provide that a notification to a police
force or local authority is to be made in accordance with any
requirements published from time to time by the police force or local
authority.

(5) The duty under subsection (1) does not apply to a person in the
initial 7-day period if (and for so long as) they reasonably believe that
making such a notification would give rise to a risk to the life or safety
of a relevant child.

(6) The duty under subsection (1) does not apply to a person in the
initial 7-day period if (and for so long as) they reasonably believe that
another person will make a notification under this section in connection
with the suspected offence in that period.
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(7) The duty under subsection (1) does not apply to a person (P) if—
(a) another person informs P that they have made a notification under
this section in connection with the suspected offence, and

(b) P reasonably believes that the notification has been made.

(8) In subsections (6) and (7), references to another person making, or
having made, a notification include that person making or having made
it on behalf 10 of the person mentioned in subsection (1).

(9) The duty under subsection (1) is also subject to—

(a) section 75 (exception for certain consensual activities between
children);

(b) section 76 (exception relating to commission of offence under section
14 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 by a child in certain circumstances);

(c) section 77 (exception in respect of certain disclosures by children);
(d) section 78 (exception for persons providing specified services).

(10) A disclosure made in a notification under this section does not
breach—

(@) any obligation of confidence owed by the person making the
disclosure, or

(b) any other restriction on the disclosure of information.
(11) In this section—

(a) “the initial 7-day period” means the period of 7 days beginning when
the person mentioned in subsection (1) is given reason to suspect that
a child sex offence may have been committed;

(b) a reference to a person involved in a suspected offence includes,
where the suspected offence is under—

(i) section 1(1)(b), (c) or (d) of the Protection of Children Act 1978
(taking etc indecent photograph of child), or

(ii) section 160 of the Criminal Justice Act 1988 (possession of 30
indecent photograph of child),

any person shown in the photograph or pseudo-photograph concerned
(other than an imaginary person);

(c) “relevant local authority” and “relevant police force” have the
meaning given by section 73.

(12) In this Chapter—

“child” means a person aged under 18 (and related expressions are to
be construed accordingly);

“child sex offence” means an offence specified in Part 1 of Schedule 8;

“relevant activity” means—
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(a) a regulated activity relating to children within the meaning of Part 1
of Schedule 4 to the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006, or

(b) an activity specified in Part 2 of Schedule 8;

“relevant child” means a child involved in the suspected offence other 5
than any child who is the suspected offender.

(13) This Chapter applies to persons in the service of the Crown.

73 Section 72: meaning of “ relevant local authority ” and

“relevant police force”

(1) This section applies for the purposes of section 72.

(2) “Relevant local authority” means—

(a) if a relevant child resides in England or Wales, the local authority in

whose area the child is believed to reside, or

(b) if the person making the notification does not know the local
authority area in which any relevant child resides, such local authority
as the person making the notification considers appropriate.

(3) “Relevant police force” means—

(a) if a person believed to be involved in the suspected offence resides
in England and Wales, the police force for the area in which the person
is believed to reside, or

(b) if the person making the notification—

(i) does not know the police area in which any person believed to be
involved in the suspected offence resides, or

(ii) believes that each person believed to be involved in the suspected
offence resides outside England and Wales,

such police force in England and Wales as the person making the 25
notification considers appropriate.

(4) In this section “local authority” has the same meaning as in the
Children Act 2004 (see section 65).

(5) Section 72(11)(b) (references to “involved in the suspected
offence”) applies for the purposes of this section.

74 Section 72: reasons to suspect child sex offence may have been
committed

(1) For the purposes of section 72, a person (P) is given reason to
suspect that a child sex offence may have been committed in each of
the following cases (and no others).

(2) The first case is where P witnesses conduct constituting a child sex
offence.
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(3) The second case is where a child communicates to P something
which would cause a reasonable person who engages in the same
relevant activity as P to suspect that a child sex offence may have been
committed.

(4) The third case is where a person (A) communicates to P something
which would cause a reasonable person who engages in the same
relevant activity as P to suspect that A may have committed a child sex
offence.

(5) The fourth case is where—

(a) P sees an image or hears an audio recording, and

(b) a reasonable person who engages in the same relevant activity as P
would suspect that the image shows, or the audio recording is of,
conduct constituting a child sex offence.

(6) The fifth case is where P sees an image, and a reasonable person
who engages in the same relevant activity as P would suspect that
possession of the image 10 may constitute a child sex offence.

(7) In this section “image” means a still or moving image, produced by
any means.

75 Exception for certain consensual sexual activities between
children

(1) The duty under section 72 does not apply to a person if the following
four 15 conditions are met.

(2) The first condition is that the child sex offence that the person is
given reason to suspect may have been committed (“the suspected
offence”) is—

(a) an offence under section 13 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 (child
sex offences committed by children or young persons), or

(b) an offence under section 1(1)(a), (b) or (c) of the Protection of
Children Act 1978 or section 160 of the Criminal Justice Act 1988,
relating to an indecent photograph of a child.

(3) The second condition is that the person reasonably believes that—

(a) each person involved in the suspected offence was a child aged 13
or 25 over, and

(b) where the suspected offence is under a provision mentioned in
subsection (2)(b), the child shown in the indecent photograph concerned
is aged 13 or over.

(4) The third condition is that the person is satisfied that—

(a) each person involved in the suspected offence (other than the
suspected offender) consented to the conduct constituting the suspected
offence, and
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(b) where the suspected offence is under section 1(1)(b) or (c) of the
Protection of Children Act 1978 or section 160 of the Criminal Justice Act
1988, the person shown in the indecent photograph concerned
consented to—

(i) the taking of the photograph, and
(ii) the conduct constituting the suspected offence.

(5) The fourth condition is that the person is satisfied that it would not
be appropriate in the circumstances to make a notification under section
72, having regard (among other things) to the risk of harm to each
person mentioned in subsection (3)(a) and (if relevant) (b).

(6) For the purposes of the third condition, a person consents if the
person agrees by choice, and has the freedom and capacity to make that
choice.

(7) In this section “indecent photograph” has the same meaning as in
the 5 Protection of Children Act 1978 (see section 7 of that Act).

76 Exception relating to commission of offence under section 14
of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 by a child in certain circumstances

(1) The duty under section 72 does not apply to a person if the following
four conditions are met.

(2) The first condition is that the child sex offence that the person is
given reason to suspect may have been committed (“the suspected
offence”) is an offence under section 14 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003
(arranging or facilitating child sex offence).

(3) The second condition is that the person reasonably believes that—

(a) each person involved in the suspected offence was a child aged 13
or over, and

(b) each person whom (as regards the suspected offence) the suspected
offender intended to be, or believed would be, involved in the offence
mentioned in section 14(1)(b) of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 (“the
arranged or facilitated offence”) was a child aged 13 or over.

(4) The third condition is that the person is satisfied that—

(a) each person (if any) involved in the suspected offence (other than
the suspected offender) consented to the conduct constituting it, and

(b) the suspected offender reasonably believed that each person whom
25 the suspected offender intended to be, or believed would be, involved
in the arranged or facilitated offence would consent to the conduct
constituting it.
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(5) The fourth condition is that the person is satisfied that it would not
be appropriate in the circumstances to make a notification under section
72, 30 having regard (among other things) to the risk of harm to each
person—

(a) involved in the suspected offence, or

(b) whom the suspected offender intended to be, or believed would be,
involved in the arranged or facilitated offence.

(6) For the purposes of the third condition, a child consents if the child
agrees by choice, and has the freedom and capacity to make that choice.
77 Exception in respect of certain disclosures by children

(1) The duty under section 72 does not apply to a person (P) if—

(a) P is given reason to suspect that another person (A) may have

committed a child sex offence by a communication by A that is within
section 74(4), and

(b) P reasonably believes that—
(i) Ais a child, and

(ii) each other person involved in the suspected offence is a child aged
13 or over.

(2) Section 72(11)(b) (references to “involved in the suspected
offence”) applies for the purposes of this section.

78 Exception for persons providing specified services

(1) The Secretary of State may by regulations provide that the duty
under section 72 does not apply in relation to a person providing a
specified service or a specified description of service.

“Specified” here means specified in the regulations.

(2) A service or description of service may be specified only if the
Secretary of State is satisfied that—

(a) the service relates to the safety or well-being of children, and
(b) it is in the interests of children for the service to be provided on a
confidential basis.

79 Preventing or deterring a person from complying with duty to
report suspected child sex offence

(1) A person commits an offence if they—

(a) know that a person is under a duty under section 72, and

(b) engage in any conduct with the intention of preventing or deterring
that person from complying with that duty.
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(2) Itis a defence for a person charged with an offence under this section
to show that the conduct alleged to constitute the offence consisted only
of making representations about the timing of a notification under
section 72 in light of the best interests of any person whom they
reasonably believe to be a relevant child.

(3) A person is taken to show the fact mentioned in subsection (2) if—

(a) sufficient evidence of the fact is adduced to raise an issue with
respect to it, and

(b) the contrary is not proved beyond reasonable doubt.
(4) A person who commits an offence under this section is liable—

(a) on summary conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
the general limit in a magistrates’ court or a fine (or both);

(b) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 7 years or a fine (or both).

80 Modification of Chapter for constables

(1) A constable who is under a duty under section 72 is to be treated as
having complied with the duty if the constable records, in accordance
with applicable policy and procedure, the matters that gave the
constable reason to suspect that a child sex offence may have been
committed (for the purposes of section 5 72).

(2) In the application of sections 72(7), 75(5) and 76(5) in respect of a
constable, the references in those provisions to the making of a
notification under section 72 include references to the making of a record
under subsection (1) of this section.

(3) In this section—

“applicable policy and procedure” means the policy and procedure
relating to the recording of criminal offences of the police force of which
the constable mentioned in subsection (1) is a member;

“police force” includes—

(a) the British Transport Police Force, and (b) the Ministry of Defence
police.

81 Powers to amend this Chapter, and consequential amendments

(1) The Secretary of State may by regulations amend—

(a) section 72 so as to change the person or persons to whom a
notification under that section is to be made;

(b) this Chapter so as to add or change an exception to the duty under
section 72;

(c) Schedule 8 (child sex offences, and further relevant activities).
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The regulations may make consequential amendments of this Chapter.

(2) In Schedule 3 to the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006
(barred lists), in paragraph 4(1) (relevant conduct for purposes of
paragraph 3) after paragraph (e) insert—

“(f) failing to comply with the duty under section 72 of the Crime and
Policing Act 2025 (duty to report suspected child sex 30 offence).”

(3) In Schedule 4 to the Modern Slavery Act 2015 (offences to which
defence in section 45 does not apply), in paragraph 36D (offences under
the Crime and Policing Act 2025) (inserted by section 40), after the entry
for section 65 (inserted by section 68), insert—

“section 79 (preventing or deterring a person from complying with duty
to report suspected child sex offence)”.

3—Removal of limitation period for child sexual abuse
CHAPTER 3

REMOVAL OF LIMITATION PERIOD FOR CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE
82 Removal of limitation period in child sexual abuse cases
(1) The Limitation Act 1980 is amended as follows.

(2) After section 11 insert—

“11ZA Actions in respect of personal injuries attributable to child
sexual abuse

(1) None of the time limits given in the preceding provisions of this Act
apply to an action to which this section applies.

(2) This section applies to any action for damages for negligence,
nuisance 10 or breach of duty (whether the duty exists by virtue of a
contract or of provision made by or under a statute or independently of
any contract or any such provision) which meets conditions 1 to 3.

(3) Condition 1 is that the damages claimed by the claimant consist of
or include damages in respect of personal injuries to the claimant.

(4) Condition 2 is that the claimant was under 18 on the date on which
the cause of action accrued.

(5) Condition 3 is that the act or omission to which the claimant’s
personal injuries were attributable constituted sexual abuse.

(6) This section applies in relation to actions brought, and causes of
action accrued, before (as well as after) this section comes into force.

(7) But it does not apply in relation to a claim which, before this section
comes into force, was settled by agreement between the parties or
determined by a court (whether or not the determination is subject to

appeal).
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(8) This section does not apply to any action brought for damages under
section 3 of the Protection from Harassment Act 1997.

(9) This section does not apply to a cause of action surviving for the
benefit of a person’s estate by virtue of section 1 of the Law Reform
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1934, except where an action was 30
brought by the person before the person’s death.

11ZB Dismissal of actions in
attributable to child sexual abuse

respect of personal injuries
(1) This section applies where an action to which section 11ZA applies
is brought after the expiration of the time limit that would apply but for
that section (disregarding the possibility of the time limit being disapplied
under section 33).

(2) The court must dismiss the action if the defendant satisfies the court
that it is not possible for a fair hearing to take place.

(3) The court must also dismiss the action if—

(a) the action was begun, or the cause of action accrued, before section
11ZA came into force,

(b) the defendant satisfies the court that, because of the application of
section 11ZA, there would be substantial prejudice to the defendant if
the action were to proceed, and

(c) having regard to that prejudice, and the prejudice to the claimant if
the action is dismissed, the court is satisfied that it 10 would not be
equitable to allow the action to proceed.

(4) In this section “the court” means the court in which the action has
been brought.”

(3) In section 12 (special time limit for actions under Fatal Accidents
legislation) after subsection (1) insert—

“(1A) An action under the Fatal Accidents Act 1976 may not be brought
if—
(a) section 11ZA would have applied to an action by the person injured

to recover damages in respect of the injury, and

(b) the death occurred after the expiration of the time limit that would
have applied but for that section (disregarding the possibility of that
time limit being overridden under section 33).”

(4) In section 14B(1) (overriding time limit for negligence actions) after
“section 11" insert “or 11ZA”.

CHAPTER 4
OTHER PROVISION ABOUT SEXUAL OFFENCES

83 Guidance about disclosure of information by police for purpose
of preventing sex offending
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(1) The Secretary of State may from time to time—

(a) issue guidance to chief officers about the disclosure of police 30
information for the purpose of preventing the commission of relevant
sexual offences;

(b) revise any guidance issued under this section.

(2) A chief officer must have regard to any guidance issued under this
section.

(3) Subsections (1) and (2) do not apply in relation to functions of the
Chief Constable of the British Transport Police in relation to Scotland.

(4) Before issuing or revising guidance under this section, the Secretary
of State must consult—

(a) the National Police Chiefs' Council, and
4—O0Other provision about sexual offences
(b) such other persons as the Secretary of State considers appropriate.

(5) Subsection (4) does not apply to revisions if the Secretary of State
considers that they are not substantial.

(6) The Secretary of State must publish any guidance or revisions issued
under

this section.

(7) In this section—
“chief officer” means—

(a) the chief officer of police of a police force maintained by a local
policing body,

(b) the Chief Constable of the British Transport Police Force, or
(c) the chief constable of the Ministry of Defence Police;

“police information” means, in relation to a chief officer, information
held by the police force in question;

“relevant sexual offence” means an offence listed in Schedule 3 to the
Sexual Offences Act 2003.

(8) In construing the reference in subsection (7) to an offence listed in
Schedule 3 to the Sexual Offences Act 2003, disregard any condition
subject to which an offence is so listed that relates to—

(a) the way in which the defendant is dealt with in respect of the offence
or a relevant finding (as defined by section 132(9) of that Act), or 20 (b)
the age of any person.

84 Offences relating to intimate photographs or films and
voyeurism

Schedule 9 makes provision in connection with offences relating to
intimate photographs or films and voyeurism.
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85 Exposure

In the Sexual Offences Act 2003, in section 66 (exposure), for subsection
(1) substitute—

“(1) A person (A) who intentionally exposes A’s genitals commits an
offence if—

(a) A intends that someone will see the genitals and be caused 30 alarm,
distress or humiliation, or

(b) A exposes the genitals for the purpose of obtaining sexual
gratification and does so—

(i) with the intention that someone will see them, and

(ii) being reckless as to whether someone who sees them will be caused
alarm, distress or humiliation.

(1A) But where A intends only that a particular person, or particular
persons, will see A’s genitals, A does not commit an offence by virtue of
paragraph (b) of subsection (1) unless A is reckless as to whether

that person, or at least one of those persons, will be caused alarm,
distress or humiliation.”

86 Sexual activity with a corpse

(1) In the Sexual Offences Act 2003 for section 70 substitute—

“70 Sexual activity with a corpse

(1) A person commits an offence if—

(a) the person intentionally performs an act of touching (with a part of
their body or anything else),

(b) what is touched is a part of the body of a dead person,

(c) the person knows that, or is reckless as to whether, that is what 10
is touched, and

(d) the touching is sexual.

(2) A person who commits an offence under this section is liable—

(a) on summary conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
the general limit in a magistrates’ court or a fine (or 15 both);

(b) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding—

(i) if the touching involved penetration of a part of the body mentioned
in subsection (1)(b), 7 years; 20

(ii) otherwise, 5 years.”

85 IJAR—Iv—

2003 FHIETEEE 66 % (IVAR—Sv—) (CBVT, 5
(1)EZROESDESHZS.

[(1) RIHBFRITRETILER. FEILT.

(a) ENNeDOMREZRT, B, HHE. FLEBESERU
BLEBHEUBE. T

(b) MHEEZESSENTERZEL IR HD. BIFon
INNCEHIZES

(i) ENMCENZRBSNBERZEOT, HD

(i) eNzRIENS, ERELEIEEZROINEINE
BHRNES,

(1A) EEU. A MBIEOEERIIFENESCOHFESZD
HRZRASNZLZERUEE. ARSE(1)IE(b)SICLD
FRRIBER, EEU. A BT OWSNHZER(ICERRLE
HE%ZERRG

TOE, FRFPBKEEZDOEDO— AN, B, =8,
BEZBROINESNMODOVWTRIEE THIHEEIRE. Fiz
PLIFEDOTEEL. |

86 JEIALDENTTR

(1) 2003 FHILIEEDSE 70 KEZRODBEDAD D,

88 70 & FEAREDMHATH

(1) ROVTNMNEZHTBEETFZIRT .

(a) TOENEIC. UTOITRZITIHS.

(b) EENFEDONFEEDEHEDO—EBTHIHE.

(c) 20EN, ENMTTHZNZFO TSN, FeFenn
fAITHIMIOVWTRIEEE THEIL. BLY

(d) 2OEMMMENTHSHE,
(2) CORKIACERUE. UATORMICLESNS.

(a) FEZHHCLZBETFHROBE. BRHEHHIFRO
—f% FRRZBIBVEIGHAL, SiE. FEZOmACLES
N3,

(b) NEFFEMHOHHCLIDBFRYIRERITIBE. UTO
AR BB VB EAN S,

(i) BRNATRNE(1)(b)EICHBF2BAOEBAINADIEA
HIBE. T E;

(i) ENLSOIZER. 5 &,



(2) In consequence of the amendment made by subsection (1), in the
following provisions for “sexual penetration of” substitute “sexual
activity with”— paragraph 152 of Schedule 15 to the Criminal Justice
Act 2003; paragraph of Schedule 3 to the Sexual Offences Act 2003;
25 paragraph 33 of Schedule 4 to the Modern Slavery Act 2015;
paragraph 38(ba) of Schedule 18 to the Sentencing Code.

CHAPTER 5

MANAGEMENT OF SEX OFFENDERS

87 Notification of name change

After section 83 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 insert—
“83A Notification requirements: name changes

(1) A relevant offender must notify a new name to the police—

(a) no less than 7 days before using it, or

(b) if that is not reasonably practicable, but it is reasonably practicable
for the offender to notify the name to the police before using it, as far in
advance of their using it as is reasonably practicable.

(2) Where it is not reasonably practicable for the offender to notify a
new name to the police before using it, the offender must notify the
name to the police—

(a) as soon as reasonably practicable after using the name, and

(b) in any event within the period of 3 days beginning with their using
it.

(3) A notification under subsection (1) must specify the date on which
the offender expects to use the name.

(4) Subsection (5) applies where—
(a) a notification is given under subsection (1), and

(b) the name to which it relates is used more than 2 days before the
date specified in the notification.

(5) Where this subsection applies the relevant offender must notify the
15 name to the police—

(a) as soon as reasonably practicable after using the name, and

(b) in any event within the period of 3 days beginning with their using
it.
(6) Subsection (7) applies where—

(a) a notification is given under subsection (1), and

(b) the name to which it relates has not been used by the end of the
period of 3 days beginning with the date specified in the notification.
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(7) Where this subsection applies—

(a) subsections (1) and (2) apply as if the notification had not been
given, and

(b) the relevant offender must, within the period of 6 days beginning
with the date specified, notify to the police that the name was not used
by the end of the period mentioned in 30 subsection (6)(b).

(8) Section 83(6) applies to the determination of the period of 3 days
mentioned in subsections (2) and (5) and the period of 6 days mentioned
in subsection (7), as it applies to the determination of the period in
section 83(1).

(9) A notification under subsection (1), (2) or (5) must include the
information set out in section 83(5).

(10) In this section, a name is “new” unless it has been notified to the
police under section 83(1), this section, section 84, or section 2 of the
Sex Offenders Act 1997.”

88 Notification of absence from sole or main residence
(1) After section 85 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 insert—

“85ZA Notification requirements: absence from notified residence
(England, Wales and Scotland)

(1) This section applies to a relevant offender at any time if the last
home 5 address notified by the offender under section 83(1), 83A, 84(1)
or 85(1) was an address in England, Wales or Scotland such as is
mentioned in section 83(7)(a) (sole or main residence).

(2) If the relevant offender intends to be absent from that home address
for a period of more than 5 days (“the relevant period”), the relevant 10
offender must, not less than 12 hours before leaving that home address,
notify to the police the information set out in subsection (3).

(3) The information is—
(a) the date on which the relevant offender will leave that home address;

(b) such details as the relevant offender holds about— (i) their travel
arrangements during the relevant period; (ii) their accommodation
arrangements during that period; (iii) their date of return to that home
address.

(4) In this section—

“accommodation arrangements” include, in particular, the address of
any accommodation at which the relevant offender will spend the night
during the relevant period and the nature of that accommodation;

“travel arrangements” include, in particular, details of the means 25 of
transport to be used and the dates of travel.

(5) Where—
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(a) a relevant offender has given a notification under subsection

(2), and

(b) at any time not less than 12 hours before the offender leaves 30
their home address, the information notified becomes inaccurate or
incomplete,

the relevant offender must give a further notification under subsection
(2).

(6) Where a relevant offender—
(a) has notified a date of return to their home address, but

(b) returns to their home address on a date other than that notified, the
relevant offender must notify the date of their actual return to the police
within 3 days of their actual return.

(7) Nothing in this section requires an offender to notify any information
which falls to be notified in accordance with a requirement imposed by
regulations under section 86.

(8) The appropriate authority may by regulations amend subsection (2)
so as to change the duration of the relevant period, provided that the 5
relevant period is at least 5 days.

(9) In subsection (8) the “appropriate authority” means—

(a) in relation to a relevant offender whose last home address notified
under section 83(1), 83A, 84(1) or 85(1) was an address in England or
Wales such as is mentioned in section 83(7)(a), the Secretary of State;

(b) in relation to a relevant offender whose last home address notified
under section 83(1), 83A, 84(1) or 85(1) was an address in Scotland
such as is mentioned in section 83(7)(a), the Scottish Ministers.”

(2) In section 85A of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 (notification
requirements: absence from notified residence (Northern Ireland)), after
subsection (7) insert—

“(7A) The Department of Justice in Northern Ireland may by regulations
amend subsection (2) so as to change the duration of the relevant
period, provided that the relevant period is at least 3 days.”

89 Child sex offenders: requirement to notify if entering premises
where children present

After section 86 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 insert—

“ 86A Notification requirements: persons required to notify if
entering 25 premises at which children present

(1) A relevant offender is subject to the requirements in section 86B
if—

(a) the offender is a child sex offender, or
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(b) a chief officer of police has given the offender a notice stating that
the offender is subject to the requirements in section 86B, 30 and the
notice has not been cancelled.

(2) A chief officer of police may give a relevant offender a notice under
subsection (1)(b) if, when the notice is given, the chief officer—

(a) is the chief officer of police for the offender’s relevant police area,
and

(b) is satisfied that it is necessary to give the notice for the purpose of
protecting children generally, or particular children, from sexual harm
from the offender.

(3) A notice under subsection (1)(b) must indicate that an appeal may
be made under section 86D against the decision to give the notice. 40

(4) “Child sex offender” means a person who—

(a) has been convicted of a child sex offence (see subsections (5) and
(6)),

(b) has been found not guilty of such an offence by reason of insanity,

(c) has been found to be under a disability and to have done the act
charged against the person in respect of such an offence, or

(d) in England or Wales or Northern Ireland, has been cautioned in
respect of such an offence.

(5) An offence is a child sex offence if it is within any of the following
paragraphs of Schedule 3—

(a) paragraphs 2 to 6, 9 to 16, 19 (where the offence is under section 5
or 6 of this Act), 20 to 26, 28A to 29C, or 35B to 35E (England and
Wales);

(b) paragraphs 38B, 39B, 41A, 42, 44 (where it applies by virtue of
paragraph 44(a)), 45, 46, 49 to 55, 57, 59A to 59C, 590 to 59ZK or
59ZM (Scotland);

(¢) paragraphs 64, 65, 69 to 72, 75 to 79, 82 to 85, 87 to 89C, 92D
(where the offence is under Article 12 or 13 of the Sexual Offences
(Northern Ireland) Order 2008), 92E to 920, or 92X to 92Z (Northern
Ireland);

(d) paragraph 93 or 93A (service offences), where the corresponding
offence is within paragraph (a).

(6) An offence is a child sex offence if—

(a) it is within paragraph 35A, 44A or 92A of Schedule 3 and the extreme

pornographic image to which the offence related was an image of a
person under 18,
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(b) it is within paragraph 93 or 93A of Schedule 3 (service offences) and
the corresponding offence is within paragraph (a), or 30

(c) it is within any paragraph of Schedule 3 not within subsection (5) or
paragraph (a) or (b) of this subsection, and the victim or (as the case
may be) other party was a person under 18.

(7) References in this section to an offence being within a paragraph of
Schedule 3 are to be read with paragraphs 94 to 98 of that Schedule. 35

(8) For the purposes of sections 86B to 86D—

“section 86A notice” means a notice given to a relevant offender under
subsection (1)(b);

“section 86B relevant offender” means a relevant offender who
is subject to the requirements in that section.

86B Notification requirements: entering premises at which
children are present

(1) A section 86B relevant offender must notify the required information
to the police no less than 12 hours before entering qualifying premises
at which children are present.

(2) “The required information” means—
(a) the address of the premises,
(b) the date on which the offender is to enter the premises, and

(c) such other information as the appropriate authority may specify in
regulations.

(3) “Qualifying premises” means premises of a kind specified in
regulations made by the appropriate authority.

(4) The appropriate authority may by
circumstances in which an offender who has given a notification under
subsection (1) is not required to give a further notification in relation 15
to the same premises or children.

regulations provide for

(5) Subsection (6) applies where—
(a) a notification is given under subsection (1), and

(b) the offender has not entered the premises by the end of the date
specified in the notification.

(6) Where this subsection applies—
(a) subsection (1) applies as if the notification had not been given, and

(b) the relevant offender must, within the period of 6 days beginning
with the date specified in the notification, notify to 25 the police that the
offender did not enter the premises on that date.
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(7) Section 83(6) applies to the period of 6 days mentioned in subsection
(6)(b) as it applies to the determination of the period mentioned in
section 83(1).

(8) In this section the “appropriate authority” means—

(a) in relation to an offender whose relevant police area is a police area
in England and Wales, the Secretary of State;

(b) in relation to an offender whose relevant police area is Scotland, the
Scottish Ministers;

(c) in relation to an offender whose relevant police area is Northern
Ireland, the Department of Justice in Northern Ireland.

86C Periodic reviews of section 86A notices

This section applies to a section 86B relevant offender who has been
given a section 86A notice which has not been cancelled.

(2) In this section the “review date” means—

(a) the end of the period of 12 months beginning with the day on which
the notice was given to the offender, and (b) the end of each successive
period of 12 months.

(3) The offender may, within the period of one month ending with each
5 review date, make representations to the appropriate chief officer
about the notice.

(4) The appropriate chief officer must, before the start of the period
mentioned in subsection (3), notify the offender of their right to make
representations under that subsection.

(5) As soon as reasonably practicable after each review date, the
appropriate chief officer must—

(a) consider any representations made under subsection (3) about the
notice,

(b) decide whether to cancel the notice, and

(c) give notice of the decision (a “decision notice”) to the offender.

(6) The appropriate chief officer may cancel the section 86A notice only
if not satisfied as mentioned in section 86A(2)(b).

(7) If the appropriate chief officer decides that the section 86A notice
should not be cancelled, the decision notice must contain a statement
of reasons for the decision and indicate that an appeal may be made
against the decision under section 86D.

(8) In this section the “appropriate chief officer”, in relation to an
offender at any time, means the chief officer of police for the offender’s
relevant police area at that time.

86D Appeals in relation to section 86A notices
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(1) A section 86B relevant offender may appeal to the appropriate court
against a decision—

(a) to give the offender a section 86A notice;

(b) not to cancel a section 86A notice which has been given to the 30
offender (see section 86C).

(2) An appeal under this section may be made by complaint (or, in
Scotland, by application) to the appropriate court within the period of 21
days beginning with—

(a) in the case of an appeal under subsection (1)(a), the day on which
the section 86A notice is given to the offender;

(b) in the case of an appeal under subsection (1)(b), the day on which
notice of the decision is given to the offender.

(3) On an appeal under subsection (1)(a) the appropriate court may
confirm or cancel the notice which is subject of the appeal. 40

(4) On an appeal under subsection (1)(b) the appropriate court may—

(a) confirm the decision, or

(b) remit the decision for reconsideration by the person who made it
with such directions (if any) as the court considers appropriate.

(5) In this section the “appropriate court” means—

(a) in relation to an appeal against a decision of a chief officer of police
for a police area in England or Wales, any magistrates’ court in a local
justice area which includes any part of the officer’s police area;

(b) in relation to an appeal against a decision of the chief constable of
the Police Service of Scotland, a sheriff court;

(c) in relation to an appeal against a decision of the Chief Constable of
the Police Service of Northern Ireland, a court of summary jurisdiction.”

90 Police stations at which notifications may be given (Scotland
and Northern Ireland)

(1) Section 87 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 (method of notification
and related matters) is amended as follows.

(2) In subsection (1), for paragraph (a) substitute—

“(a) attending at the police station in the person’s relevant police area
that is for the time being specified in a document published for that
relevant police area under this section, or if there is more than one such
police station, at any one of them, and”.

(3) After subsection (2) insert—

“(2A) The chief officer of police for each police area must publish, in such
manner as the chief officer thinks fit, a document containing the name
and address of each police station in that area at which a person may
give a notification of the kind mentioned in subsection (1). 30
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(2B) A chief officer of police must keep under review a document
published by the chief officer under this section and may from time to
time publish a revised version of the document in such manner as the
chief officer thinks fit.”

91 Alternative method of notification
After section 87 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 insert—

“87A Alternative method of notification

A person (“P”) may give a notification under section 83A, 84, 85(1),
85ZA, 85A(2) or (6) or 86B virtually if—

(a) conditions 1 to 3 are met, and

(b) any further conditions specified by the appropriate authority in
regulations are met.

(2) Condition 1 is that—

(a) a senior police officer has given P a notice authorising P to 5 give
notifications of the kind mentioned in subsection (1) virtually, and

(b) the notice has not been cancelled.

(3) A senior police officer may give P a notice under subsection (2)(a)
only if satisfied that it is not necessary, for the purpose of protecting the
public or any particular members of the public from sexual harm, for P
to give those notifications in accordance with section 87.

(4) A senior police officer—

(a) may, by giving P a further notice, cancel the notice under subsection
(2)(a), and

(b) must do so if not satisfied as mentioned in subsection (3).

(5) “Senior police officer” means a constable of at least the rank of
inspector who is authorised to give notices under this section by the chief
officer of police for P’s relevant police area at the time the notice is given.

(6) Condition 2 is that the notification does not relate to a matter
specified by the appropriate authority in regulations.

(7) Condition 3 is that the notification is given to a person who is
authorised to receive virtual notifications by the chief officer of police for
P’s relevant police area at the time the notification is given. 25

(8) A notification is given virtually if it is given by a means which enables
P and the person receiving the notification to see and hear each other
without being together in the same place.

(9) The conditions which may be specified in regulations under
subsection (1)(b) include further conditions about the means of giving
the 30 notification.
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(10) A notification given in accordance with this section must be
acknowledged in writing, in such form as the appropriate authority may
direct.

(11) Nothing in this section prevents P giving a notification in accordance
with section 87(1).

(12) In this section the “appropriate authority” means—

(a) in relation to a person whose relevant police area is a police area in
England or Wales, the Secretary of State;

(b) in relation to a person whose relevant police area is Scotland, the
Scottish Ministers;

(c) in relation to a person whose relevant police area is Northern Ireland,
the Department of Justice in Northern Ireland.

87B Alternative method of notification: further requirements

(1) Where a person (“P”) gives a notification in accordance with section
87A P must, if requested to do so by the person to whom it is given—
(a) attend at a relevant police station, and

(b) comply with the requirements in subsections (2) and (3).

(2) Where the police station at which P attends is in England, Wales or
Northern Ireland, the requirements are that P must allow a relevant
person to—

(a) take P’sfingerprints, (b) photograph any part of P, or (c) do both
of those things.

(3) Where the police station at which P attends is in Scotland, the
requirements are that P must—

(a) do one or more of the things mentioned in section 87(5A)(a) to (d),
(b) give each passport P has to a relevant person for inspection by that
person, or

(c) do both of those things.

(4) In this section—

(a) “relevant police station” means a police station at which P may give
a notification in accordance with section 87(1);

(b) “relevant person” means a person at that police station to whom P
may give such a notification.”

92 Review of indefinite notification requirements (England and
Wales)

(1) The Sexual Offences Act 2003 is amended as follows.

(2) In section 91A (review of indefinite notification requirements:
qualifying relevant offender) after subsection (1) insert—

(10) RZLFLOTITONILBAN. FREEHBME RIS
B TEECLSZREDNBENRINERSR,

(11) REZOMTE, P h'8E 87 (1) (CBEIEBAIZ1T5Z
ERIBIFIR,

(12) ARELCBVWTHEIRERB L@ ROEDES,

(a) BMRERXIENA>IIRRIETI-IL DB RX
THZEIOVTIE. EFEKE.

(b) EAEIZERXIENAIYNS S RTHZIEICOVTIE, X
Y32 RKE,

(c) BIETRERXIEN LTSS RTHBIECOWTII.
TS URENEE.

87B BHIDHAESE : EMEH

(1) »3& ([P1) H'EE 87A K(AE>TRANZITIHE. P
(& ZOBHZZFTENSERNGDOLEEE RDIEZST
DRIFNERBRV,

(a) ZHIIERE(CHEI L RV

(b) B(2)IERUE(3)EDEACIEDBINERER,

(2) P AHBELEERENDI IR, DI-ILARFALTA
WIVRICHZIHE. P (FBEETZAMNRDIEZITICE "
FFRILAINERSE.

(a) P DIEREIRERS 3L, (b) P OBADOLNEZEDE
\BRIIBIL. Feld(c) INSEADITREITICE.

(3) P MHBEAULREREN IV RS RCHBHE.
P (FTFOCEZLBIINERARR,

(a) 2 87 %(5A)(a)h5(d)(CIBIFRITRDVINN—D
U E%ZIT5CE.

(b) P NFHFI2E/AR— Mz, BREMRBE TEBLIIC
LFBRECRHI L. G

(c) INBEADIEEITIE,
(4) CORICBVWT—

(a) IBHEZERE (L. P A% 87 & (1)ICEISEMET
STENTEREREZS.

(b) TEFRE L. HRERE(CSNT P IMHZEHET
STENTEZEZD.

92 WHIBEHEA4#OREL (1>J)5YRRUVI-
x)
(1) 2003 FHAEIEARF. LUT O@DIRIET 3.

(2) % 91A £ (BHREBELHEAHOREL : ZHI5H
EILIEE) ([CBWT. B(1)IRDRICROIAZIEAT 3,



“(1A) The relevant chief officer of police may, without an application for
30 review having been made, consider whether a qualifying relevant
offender should subject to the indefinite notification
requirements (referred to in sections 91A to 91F as an “own motion

remain

review”).”
(3) After section 91E insert—

“91EA Review of indefinite notification requirements: own motion
review

The relevant chief officer of police may begin an own motion review on,
or at any time after, the qualifying date.

(2) The “qualifying date” has the same meaning in this section as in
section 91B.

(3) The relevant chief officer of police begins an own motion review by
notifying the qualifying relevant offender that the relevant chief officer
of police is considering whether the qualifying relevant offender should
5 remain subject to the indefinite notification requirements.

(4) The notification must inform the qualifying relevant offender of their
right to make representations under subsection (5).

(5) The qualifying relevant offender may make representations to the
relevant chief officer of police within 35 days of receipt of the 10
notification.

(6) The relevant chief officer of police may within 7 days of beginning an
own motion review notify a responsible body that they are beginning an
own motion review.

(7) If the responsible body holds information which it considers to be 15
relevant to the review, it must give the information to the relevant chief
officer of police within 28 days of receipt of the notification.

91EB Review of indefinite
determination of own motion review

notification requirements:

(1) On an own motion review the relevant chief officer of police must,
within 6 weeks of the date mentioned in subsection (2)—

(a) determine whether the qualifying relevant offender should remain
subject to the indefinite notification requirements, and

(b) give notice of the determination to the qualifying relevant offender.

(2) The date is the latest date on which the qualifying relevant offender
may make representations under section 91EA(5).

(3) The relevant chief officer of police may determine that the qualifying
relevant offender should not remain subject to the indefinite notification
requirements only if satisfied that it is not necessary, for the purpose 30
of protecting the public or any particular members of the public from
sexual harm, for the qualifying relevant offender to remain subject to
the indefinite notification requirements.
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(4) If the relevant chief officer of police determines that the qualifying
relevant offender should not remain subject to the indefinite notification
requirements, the qualifying relevant offender ceases to be subject to
the indefinite notification requirements on the date of receipt of the
notice of determination.

(5) If the relevant chief officer of police determines that the qualifying
relevant offender should remain subject to the indefinite notification
requirements, the notice of determination must—

(a) contain a statement of reasons for the determination, and

(b) inform the qualifying relevant offender that they may appeal the
determination in accordance with section 91ED.

(6) The Secretary of State may by regulations amend the period in
subsection (1).
factors

91EC Review of indefinite notification requirements:
applying to determination under section 91EB

In determining an own motion review under section 91EB, the relevant
chief officer of police must—

(a) have regard to the representations (if any) made by the 10 qualifying
relevant offender,

(b) have regard to the information (if any) received from a responsible
body,

(c) consider the risk of sexual harm posed by the qualifying relevant
offender and the effect of a continuation of the 15 indefinite notification
requirements on the offender, and (d) take into account the matters
listed in section 91D(2).

91ED Review of indefinite notification requirements: appeals
against determinations under section 91EB

(1) A qualifying relevant offender may appeal against a determination of
the relevant chief officer of police under section 91EB(5).

(2) An appeal under this section may be made by complaint to a
magistrates’ court within the period of 21 days beginning with the day
of receipt of the notice of determination.

(3) A qualifying relevant offender may appeal under this section to any
25 magistrates’ court in a local justice area which includes any part of
the police area for which the chief officer is the relevant chief officer of
police.

(4) If the court makes an order that a qualifying relevant offender should
not remain subject to the indefinite notification requirements, the 30
qualifying relevant offender ceases to be subject to the indefinite
notification requirements on the date of the order.”
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(4) After section 91F insert—

“ 91G Discharge from
Scotland or Northern Ireland

indefinite notification requirements in

A relevant offender who is discharged from the notification requirements
of this Part under—

(a) sections 88A to 88H (discharge from indefinite notification

requirements in Scotland), or

(b) Schedule 3A (discharge from indefinite notification requirements in
Northern Ireland),

is, by virtue of the discharge, also discharged from the notification
requirements of this Part as they apply in England and Wales.”

93 Review of indefinite notification requirements (Northern
Ireland)

In Schedule 3A to the Sexual Offences Act 2003 (discharge from
indefinite notification requirements in Northern Ireland) after paragraph
6 insert—

“Own motion review: powers of Chief Constable

6A (1) The Chief Constable may, without an application having been
made by the offender, consider whether to discharge the offender from
10 the notification requirements (referred to in this Schedule as an “own
motion review”).

(2) The Chief Constable may begin an own motion review at any time
after the end of the initial review period (within the meaning of
paragraph 2).

(3) Sub-paragraph (1) does not apply at any time when—

(a) the offender is also subject to a sexual offences prevention order or
an interim sexual offences prevention order; or

(b) the offender is also subject to the notification requirements for a
fixed period which has not expired.

(4) The Chief Constable begins an own motion review by serving notice
on the offender that the Chief Constable is considering whether to
discharge the offender from the notification requirements.

(5) The notice must inform the offender of their right to make
representations under sub-paragraph (6).

(6) The offender may make representations to the Chief Constable within
35 days of the date of service of the notice.

(7) The Chief Constable may, before determining an own motion review,
request information from any body or person which the Chief Constable
considers appropriate.

Own motion review: determination
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6B (1) On an own motion review the Chief Constable must discharge the
notification requirements unless the Chief Constable is satisfied—
(a) that the offender poses a risk of sexual harm, and

(b) that the risk is such as to justify the notification requirements
continuing in the interests of the prevention or investigation of crime or
the protection of the public.

(2) In deciding whether that is the case, the Chief Constable must—

(a) have regard to the representations (if any) made by the offender,

(b) have regard to the information (if any) received under paragraph
6A(7), and

(c) take into account the matters listed in paragraph 3(2).

(3) The functions of the Chief Constable under this paragraph may not
be delegated by the Chief Constable except to a police officer not below
the rank of superintendent.

Own motion review: notice of decision

6C (1) The Chief Constable must, within 12 weeks of the date mentioned
10 in sub-paragraph (2), comply with this paragraph.

(2) The date is the latest date on which the offender may make
representations under paragraph 6A(6).

(3) If the Chief Constable discharges the notification requirements—

(a) the Chief Constable must serve notice of that fact on the 15 offender,
and

(b) the offender ceases to be subject to the notification requirements on
the date of service of the notice.

(4) If the Chief Constable decides not to discharge the notification
requirements—

(a) the Chief Constable must serve notice of that decision on the
offender; and

(b) the notice must—
(i) state the reasons for the decision; and
(ii) state the effect of paragraphs 6D and 6.

(5) The Department of Justice may by regulations amend the period in
sub-paragraph (1).

Own motion review: application to Crown Court
6D (1) Where—

(a) the Chief Constable fails to comply with paragraph 6C within 30 the
period specified in paragraph 6C(1), or
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(b) the Chief Constable serves a notice under paragraph 6C(4), the
offender may apply to the Crown Court for an order discharging the
offender from the notification requirements.

(2) An application under this paragraph must be made within the period
of 21 days beginning—

(a) in the case of an application under sub-paragraph (1)(a), on the
expiry of the period specified in paragraph 6C(1);

(b) in the case of an application under sub-paragraph (1)(b), with the
date of service of the notice under paragraph 6C(4). 40

(3) Paragraph 6B applies in relation to an application under this
paragraph as it applies to an own motion review, but as if references to
the Chief Constable were references to the Crown Court.

(4) The Chief Constable and the offender may appear or be represented
at any hearing in respect of an application under this paragraph. 5

(5) If on an application under this paragraph the Crown Court makes an
order discharging the offender from the notification requirements, the
appropriate officer of the Crown Court must send a copy of the order to
the offender and the Chief Constable.

(6) If on an application under this paragraph the Crown Court refuses
10 to make an order discharging the offender, the appropriate officer of
the Crown Court must send notice of that refusal to the offender and the
Chief Constable.”

94 Restriction on applying for replacement identity documents in
new name

(1) After section 93 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 insert—
“Applications for replacement identity documents in new name

93A Offenders requiring authorisation before applying for certain
identity documents in new name

(1) A relevant offender is subject to the restriction in section 93B(1) if a
chief officer of police has given the offender a notice stating that the
offender is subject to that restriction, and the notice has not been
cancelled.

(2) A chief officer of police may give an offender a notice under
subsection
(1) only if, when the notice is given, the chief officer—

(a) is the chief officer of police for the offender’s relevant police 25 area,
and

(b) is satisfied that it is necessary to give the notice for the purpose of—

(i) protecting the public or any particular members of the
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public from sexual harm from the offender, or

(ii) protecting children or vulnerable adults generally, or any particular
children or vulnerable adults, from sexual harm from the offender
outside the United Kingdom.

(3) A notice under subsection (1) must indicate that an appeal may be
made under section 93G against the decision to give the notice. 35

(4) For the purposes of sections 93B to 93G—
the “appropriate authority”means—

(a) in relation to an offender whose relevant police area is in England
and Wales, the Secretary of State;

(b) in relation to an offender whose relevant police area is Scotland, the
Scottish Ministers;

(c) in relation to an offender whose relevant police area is Northern
Ireland, the Department of Justice in Northern

Ireland; 5 the “appropriate chief officer”, in relation to an offender at
any time, means the chief officer of police for the offender’s relevant
police area at that time;

“section 93A notice” means a notice given to a relevant offender under
subsection (1);

“section 93B relevant offender” means a relevant offender who is
subject to the restriction in section 93B(1).

93B Requirement for authorisation before applying for
replacement identity documents in new name

(1) A section 93B relevant offender who holds, or has held, an identity
15 document of a particular type must not apply for an identity
document of that type to be issued to the offender in a new name unless
authorised to do so under section 93C.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1) an offender’s name is “new”, in
relation to an identity document of a particular type, if the identity
document of that type most recently issued to the offender was not in
that name.

(3) A person who fails, without reasonable excuse, to comply with
subsection (1) commits an offence.

(4) A person who commits an offence under subsection (3) is liable—

(a) on summary conviction in England and Wales, to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding the general limit in @ magistrates’ court or a fine (or
both);
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(b) on summary conviction in Scotland, to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 12 months or a fine not exceeding the 30 statutory maximum
(or both);

(c) on summary conviction in Northern Ireland, to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding six months or a fine not exceeding the statutory
maximum (or both);

(d) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 5 years or a fine (or both).

(5) For the purposes of this section and section 93C—

(a) “identity document” means a document falling within subsection
(6);

(b) an identity document is of the same type as another identity
document if both documents fall within the same paragraph of
subsection (6) (or, in the case of an identity document within subsection
(6)(d), if the document is a document of the same kind as a kind of
document specified in regulations).

(6) A document falls within this subsection if it is—

(a) an immigration document (within the meaning given by section 7(2)
of the Identity Documents Act 2010);

(b) a United Kingdom passport (within the meaning of the Immigration
Act 1971);

(c) a licence to drive a motor vehicle granted under Part 3 of the Road
Traffic 1988 or under Part 2 of the Road Traffic (Northern Ireland) Order
1981 (S.I. 1981/154 (N.I. 1));

(d) a document of a kind specified in regulations made by the
appropriate authority for the purposes of this section.

(7) Before making regulations under subsection (6)(d), an appropriate
authority must consult each other appropriate authority.

93C Authorisation to apply for replacement identity documents in
new 15 name

(1) A section 93B relevant offender who holds, or has held, an identity
document of a particular type may apply to the appropriate chief officer
for authorisation to apply for an identity document of that type to be
issued to the offender in a new name.

(2) The application must—
(a) be in writing,

(b) specify the type of identity document that is being applied for and
the name in which it is to be issued, and

(c) include such other information, or be accompanied by such 25
documents, as the appropriate authority may specify in regulations.
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(3) The appropriate chief officer must, within four weeks of receiving
the application—

(a) decide whether to grant or refuse authorisation, and

(b) give notice of the decision (a “decision notice”) to the applicant.

(4) In deciding whether to grant or refuse authorisation, the officer must
have regard to any guidance issued under section 93H.

(5) The officer may grant authorisation only if conditions 1 and 2 are
met.
(6) Condition 1 is that the officer is satisfied that—

(@) the offender is using the new name for reasons connected with—

(i) the offender’s marriage to, or civil partnership with, another person,
or
(ii) the offender’s religion or belief,

(b) any conditions specified in regulations made by the appropriate
authority for the purposes of this section are met, or

(c) there are exceptional circumstances that

authorisation.

justify granting

(7) Condition 2 is that the officer does not consider it necessary to refuse
5 authorisation for the purpose of—

(a) protecting the public or any particular members of the public from
sexual harm from the offender, or

(b) protecting children or vulnerable adults generally, or any particular
children or vulnerable adults, from sexual harm from 10 the offender
outside the United Kingdom.

(8) If the officer refuses authorisation—

(a) the decision notice must contain a statement of reasons for the
decision and indicate that an appeal may be made under section

93G against the decision, and

(b) a further application under subsection (1) may not be made in
relation to an identity document of the same type before the end of the
period of one year beginning with the date on which the decision notice
is given.

(9) Before making regulations under this section, an appropriate
authority must consult each other appropriate authority.

(10) In subsection (6)—
(a) “religion” means any religion;

(b) a reference to religion includes a reference to a lack of religion; (c)
“belief” means any religious or philosophical belief; 25
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(d) a reference to belief includes a reference to a lack of belief.
93D Authorisations granted under section 93C

(1) Where a section 93B relevant offender is granted authorisation under
section 93C, the authorisation has effect for the period of one year
beginning with the day on which notice of the decision to grant the 30
authorisation is given to the offender.

(2) But the appropriate chief officer may cancel the authorisation before
the end of that period by giving notice to the offender.

(3) The officer may cancel the authorisation only if the officer considers
that either or both of the conditions mentioned in section 93C(5) are not
met.

(4) A notice under subsection (2) must indicate that an appeal may be
made under section 93G against the decision to cancel the authorisation.

93E Young offenders: parental notices

(1) Where a section 93B relevant offender is under 18, the appropriate
chief officer may give written notice (a “parental notice”) to a person
with parental responsibility for (or, in Scotland, parental responsibilities
in relation to) the offender.

(2) If a parental notice has been given to a person by a chief officer of
police and it has not expired, sections 93B(1) and 93C(1) have effect as
if after “particular type” (in both places) there were inserted “, or a
person with parental responsibility for (or, in Scotland, parental
responsibilities in relation to) such an offender who has been given a 10
notice under section 93E,".

(3) A parental notice expires when the offender reaches the age of 18.

(4) Where a parental notice is given by the chief constable of the Police
Service of Scotland, the references in subsections (1) and (3) to 18 are
to be read as references to 16.

93F Periodic reviews of section 93A notices

(1) As soon as reasonably practicable after each review date, the
appropriate chief officer must review a section 93A notice with a view to
determining whether it should be cancelled.

(2) The “review date”, in relation to a section 93A notice, is—

(a) the end of the period of 12 months beginning with the date on which
the notice is given, and

(b) the end of each successive period of 12 months.

(3) In carrying out their review, the appropriate chief officer must
consider any representations made during the consultation period by the
25 offender to whom the notice was given.
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(4) Before the start of the consultation period, the appropriate chief
officer must notify the offender of their right to make representations
during that period.

(5) In subsections (3) and (4) the “consultation period” means the
period 30 of one month ending with the review date.

(6) After completing their review, the appropriate chief officer must—

(a) decide whether to cancel the section 93A notice, and
(b) give notice of the decision (a “decision notice”) to the offender.

(7) The appropriate chief officer may cancel the section 93A notice only
if not satisfied as mentioned in section 93A(2)(b).

(8) If the appropriate chief officer decides that the section 93A notice
should not be cancelled, the decision notice must contain a statement of
reasons for the decision and indicate that an appeal may be made under
section 93G against the decision.

93G Appeals

(1) A person (“P") may appeal to the appropriate court against a
decision—

(a) to give P a section 93A notice;
(b) to refuse P authorisation under section 93C;

(c) to cancel an authorisation granted to P under section 93C (see
section 93D);

(d) to give P a notice under section 93E;

(e) not to cancel a section 93A notice which has been given to P 10 (see
section 93F).

(2) An appeal under this section may be made by complaint (or, in
Scotland, by application) to the appropriate court within the period of 21
days beginning with—

(a) in the case of an appeal under subsection (1)(a) or (d), the day 15
on which the notice is given to P;

(b) in the case of an appeal under subsection (1)(b), (c) or (e), the day
on which notice of the decision is given to P.

(3) On an appeal under subsection (1)(a) or (d), the court may confirm
or cancel the notice which is the subject of the appeal. 20

(4) On an appeal under subsection (1)(b), (c) or (e), the court may—

(a) confirm the decision, or

(b) remit the decision for reconsideration by the person who made it
with such directions (if any) as the court considers appropriate.
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(5) In this section the “appropriate court” means—

(a) in relation to an appeal against a decision of a chief officer of police
for a police area in England or Wales, any magistrates’ court in a local
justice area which includes any part of the officer’s police area;

(b) in relation to an appeal against a decision of the chief constable of
the Police Service of Scotland, a sheriff court;

(c) in relation to an appeal against a decision of the Chief Constable of
the Police Service of Northern Ireland, a court of summary jurisdiction.

93H Guidance

(1) The Secretary of State must issue guidance to chief officers of police
for police areas in England and Wales in relation to the determination by
them of applications under section 93C.

(2) The Department of Justice in Northern Ireland must issue guidance
to the Chief Constable of the Police Service of Northern Ireland in relation
to the Chief Constable’s determination of applications under section 93C.

(3) Before issuing guidance under this section—

(a) the Secretary of State must consult the Department of Justice in
Northern Ireland;

(b) the Department of Justice in Northern Ireland must consult the
Secretary of State.

(4) The Secretary of State and the Department of Justice may, from time
10 to time, revise any guidance issued by them under this section.

(5) The Secretary of State and the Department of Justice must arrange
for any guidance issued or revised by them under this section to be
published.”

(2) After section 93H of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 (inserted by
subsection (1)) 15 insert—

“931I Restriction on granting replacement driving licences in hew
name (England, Wales and Scotland)

(1) The Secretary of State may by regulations make provision to prevent
a person from being granted a driving licence (a “replacement licence”)
if—

(a) the person holds, or has held, a driving licence,

(b) the name to be specified in the replacement licence (“the new
name”) is different from the name specified in the driving licence most
recently granted to the person, and

(c) it appears to the Secretary of State, on the basis of information
provided by a chief officer of police, that the person is a section 93B
relevant offender who was not authorised to apply for a driving licence
in the new name.

(2) The regulations may, in particular, include provision for authorising
or requiring—
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(a) a chief officer of police to disclose specified information to the
Secretary of State, and

(b) the Secretary of State to disclose specified information to a chief

officer of police, where the disclosure falls within subsection (3).

(3) A disclosure falls within this subsection if it is made—

(a) for the purposes of enabling the Secretary of State or a chief officer
of police to carry out their functions under or by virtue of the regulations,
or

(b) in connection with the detection or investigation of an offence under
section 93B(3).

(4) The regulations may, in particular, make provision about how a chief
officer of police or the Secretary of State may or must use information
disclosed to them by virtue of subsection (2).

(5) The regulations may not authorise or require the disclosure or other
processing of information if the disclosure or other processing would 5
contravene the data protection legislation (but in determining whether
the disclosure or other processing would do so, take into account any
duty imposed or power conferred by the regulations).

(6) The regulations may include provision amending Part 3 of the Road
Traffic Act 1988.
(7) In this section—

“the data protection legislation” and “processing” have the same
meanings as in the Data Protection Act 2018 (see section 3 of that Act);

“driving licence” means a licence to drive a motor vehicle granted 15
under Part 3 of the Road Traffic 1988;

“specified” means specified in regulations under this section.”

95 Power of entry and search
(1) The Sexual Offences Act 2003 is amended as follows.

(2) In the section 96A inserted by section 80 of the Police, Public Order
and Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2006 (police powers of entry to and
examination of relevant offender's home address)—

(a) in subsection (1), for “a senior” substitute “an appropriate”;

(b) in subsection (11), after “section—" insert—

i

appropriate police officer”, in relation to an application for a 25 warrant
under subsection (1), means a constable of the Police Service of Scotland
authorised to make the application by a constable of the Police Service
of Scotland who is of the rank of inspector or above;”;

(c) omit the definition of “senior police officer”.

(3) In section 96B (power of entry and search of relevant offender's
home address)—
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(a) in subsection (1), for “a senior” substitute “an appropriate”;
(b) in subsection (10)—
(i) before the definition of “the relevant force” insert—

““appropriate police officer”, in relation to an application for a warrant
under subsection (1), means a constable authorised to make the
application by a constable of the rank of inspector or above;”;

(ii) omit the definition of “senior police officer”.
96 Minor and consequential amendments

Schedule 10 contains minor and consequential amendments relating to
this Chapter.
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